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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

names in Poetry's card-index of accepted poets; and a 
history, thrilling but never to be fully revealed, goes with 
each card. Nearly a score of nationalities are represented 
either directly or through immigration, and forty-one of 
our forty-eight states, besides the District of Columbia 
and Hawaii. One of the severest shocks of the editor's 
career is the discovery that Indiana is not among them. 
Are there no poets left in Riley's own state, the state 
where they were wont to foregather and go on pilgrimages? 
Or have the poets of Indiana, one and all, boycotted 
Poetry? Anyway, Indiana is missing from our list, 
along with Delaware, Idaho, North Dakota, Mississippi,. 
North Carolina and Utah. 

It's a long and crowded trail we have travelled these 
eight-and-a-half stirring years. H. M. 

THE NEBRASKA LAUREATE 

The legislature of the state of Nebraska has fitly 
honored its most conspicuous poet-citizen by appointing 
him Poet Laureate of the state. Mr. Neihardt earns this 
distinction not only by his artistic achievement in general, 
but also by the fact that, as the resolution puts it, he "has 
written a national epic wherein he has developed the 
mood of courage with which our pioneers explored and 
subdued our plains, and thus has inspired in Americans 
that love of the land and its heroes whereby great national 
traditions are built and perpetuated." 
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The Nebraska Laureate 

We congratulate Nebraska upon its gracious decree, 
and Mr. Neihardt upon the official appreciation of his 
state. The appreciation might have been further empha- 
sized by a salary or some form of financial award, but 
perhaps that is too ideal an expression of truly poetic 
justice to expect at present. 

We have criticized Mr. Neihardt's artistic principles and 
methods in the writing of his epic narratives, but a differ- 
ence of opinion in detail does not prevent our appreciation 
of his artistic sincerity and quality, and of the value of 
his exploration of a field too little recognized in the arts. 
It will be remembered that one volume of the projected 
trilogy, The Song of Three Friends, shared last year with 
the Poems of the late Gladys Cromwell first honors in the 
P. S. A. prize award for the best book of verse published 
by a poet of the United States during the year 191 9. 

The New York Evening Mail discovers "subtle Sinn- 
Fein propaganda" in the new Nebraska laureateship. 
This would seem to be straining a point, even if Mr. 
Neihardt were an Irishman, which no one ventures to 
allege of a poet born in Illinois of middle-western ancestry. 
However, this laureateship is not quite the first, the 
Nebraska State Journal to the contrary notwithstanding; 
for in 1919 the legislature of California bestowed a similar 
honor upon Miss Ina Coolbrith in declaring her, by official 
decree, " The Loved Laurel-crowned Poet of California." 

H.M. 
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